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of 1z, bulls app o inprove herd productivily in some areas.
The first branch antlered bull units were initiated in 1982, Since tha time, additional
branched amtler umits have heen identified and in 1987 we had 29 units. All but two branched
antler unils are i weskern Washington.

ROAD MANAGEMENT (LIMITED YVEHICLE ACCESS)

Creex the lasi couple of decades, there has been a several hundred-fold increase in public
oad acoess on federal, state, and industrial foeess lands. More hunlers can gel more places
every year, keaving animals with less escape cover — where (he animals have m edge on the
hmters. A whale generation of hunters has grow up witk this option and many have come
10 believe that better opportumity is the end result of additional road access. Somencew huntors
may never have even expert d off road hunting. The change has been so gradnal that
mmymxymtreahmethempmmlhesm lheammals.nn!ulmd. The bostom line,
howoever, has been mare restictive h ) Texx 1 g freedom and opportu-
m)f,fewemmehul]smdhwlx.mdm 3 ly affecied son industry. As road
dmsmmhmmoppwmuyamaﬂydmmdmmdnmedfmaddummlmd
more restrictive huati These i shorier permits, lower bag
llﬂ‘llls. fewuther 3.4 seuwns. and selection of area and weapons. The end result is Jess
hemnter less n; opparhumity, and ahuntmg experience that many find to be low
in qoalivy,

Hﬂbimislheu]ﬁmmemmmafhuwmmyaninm]scmliwinanm Az efther
fuantity or quality drops, s does th ber of animals in the vicinity. Tniensively managed
fm&snmayhaveopmmaddmummgmgﬁmdﬂeemrmsmlesofmadforcmhsquam
mileofhabitar. For cachmile of road, atleast four acecs are directly d froam
habitar. Inaddmm.almwghsmedkmdducrwﬂlusemmlmmadmffn,nmanwﬂ]
ot Swdies in Washingtom, Ovegon and elsewhere m the Nombh have shown that big
game animalx avoided active raads by ar Jeast one-quarter mile, and some moved as much
as forrmiles in response to waffic. Road densities greatey than five miles per square mik of
habitat czm almoss climinate elk use of an area

The acreage covered by roads (especially those with paved or graveled surfaces)
Ptovides neither forage nor protective cover for wikllife. When roadsides are seeded snd
traffic {5 reduced, the areas ofien provide vahable forage. Roeds which are closed 1o
vehicular traffic do not sesult in significant distarbance of wikdlife.

Vchicle access programs arc designed o satisfy & number of objeciives bt the most
comawm ohjective iz simply to reduce distachance  Some road mimagement programs sre
dﬂslgnedbmvmwaluymumbuuﬂmsmwummhemmmmdm
pPoaching andfor veduce landownerfsportzmen conlli

About half of the road d cl during h
These closwres reduce nmter coowding amd enhance bull escapemgenr, This @ m lexds to
incTeased troplvy aninals and qualily hanting opportunity. Many of the remaining vehicle
ACCETE Programs are. year noumd but some vehicle access areas are: ckosed only during critical

> 1e. calving

The Departovent has a goal of impkmenting some type of road program
mlu-lﬁnfﬂnmmuﬂfmludhsemWasimgmu.Sofmmsﬁofm

cﬂlheusummﬂmoﬂmdmma hicrlar access program. Road T
ing quality hurting opportumities and public opinion surveys show they
mwpduulhmm
The Wahington Departesent of Wikdife will provide sgaal P itier Jo ol P Sl gl

Zitting tmplapees wishowt regardw rece, croed, ealor, rex, serl oriewsation, veR pion, spe, mesrival st notiowal
i recrives Federst Aid for firk and wildife

roralen. The d i vy wfﬂ”‘*CﬂMMﬂWﬂhﬂlﬂ‘dﬁ‘MMl
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or Equal

ey Gifficeof
Opportunity, IfS. Dwmoflm Waskingars, B.C. 20240 wﬂ'ﬂumﬂw-mq"ﬁlﬂi 500 N.
Copisd Wiy, Otyupsa, WA 90304,
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hﬂw]astfzwyems the Washington Departrnent of Wildlife has made major changes in

that were previonsly off imits to k g have haen 1o amting on a limited permit bagsis.
mlmlwdﬂﬁysummwdmwmwﬂlmvﬂe a genuipe wophy hmiing

pr ...,..l....lliy 12 opy ittes, The Dep L ‘l-'mﬂdesm
h T ing: mdwhhcomnmmqrs. Soarie: b
hgsﬁbu}ls,mhﬂs *k.ss Jed] Iemiting and others wanted morc meat in the freezor. It

Jent thak sy h'eavuiﬂydopilﬁmnabomquﬂiq.mmufqmﬂy
differ widely from ome person o another. The Depantment snd Wildlife Commission respomded

Pp Unlike the: branched antlor onky which send 10 crop bulls a year or twe
older, lmunnghmlwmbu:a]hwudfnrammdaged:mihmmﬂemhhmlmﬂ;m
mchunphysm

di of Limited entry is that k

A PTOE

arc further constricied on the

mﬂwsequaﬁlydmmbymldmg a varicty of opporities 20 the lnmiey cowld choose thetyp
of lumting experience desired.

LIMITED ENTRY
One sspect of quality management in Washingion is limised entry bunte. The eruption of M.
5t Helens in 1980 led 1o the closure of one of the most popular elk nmting areas in the state. Tlu-.

MLSLHelmsmmclosndmhmnn,gdmg n's hle two years
ptiony The erop lumtmoflﬁllomm lnaidmun.adelmsshdenfpmnwe
and ash was sexded and fenilized o pe and provide forage for wildfife. Thix area,

devai of forest cover, atmwdovuahlnﬂeddkﬁmmnmmdmgm
Betause of the exgeme visibility in the bisst zone, veyy comservalive seasons were
tecontinended when honting wat resnmed 1982 While some elk were killed in the 1980
raption, recovery was rapid with 1l iviry. The two year ch d blls for
ﬂletwnyeusauidmmmcaﬂychmgnddwsgewmposmmofhﬂldh Prior to 1980, fall post
led one to two bulls per 100 cows and very few branch anfered bulls. In 1983,
bnﬂmmmadmﬂ]pslﬂ)wwsmdﬂ%ofﬂmhﬂkmhuﬂwdm A limited
mysmwummmﬂmmnmmsmlheMI.SLHehumwmmmedwmqesm-
tyre and provide quality mting opportomity. Public resp has been favorable.
In the last few years other areax wheve hontin W have been restricied
1 permitonly hanting. Smemhamhmthdommryfw]ngelnmhedmhbﬂhdmg
the rut. This past year six wnits with a totat of 60 permils were open in ey October for five point
and Larger bulls. In some cones mnsad_.ml.m ionsl park: pen 1o carly permil

omly hunts to provid et ly available. In addition. a couple of watersheds

FY i X

e[knmge Hwelmuhadmﬂymmﬂdnd,mﬂm ing quality d
T 1 ofth or all ity will have ko be estricied o permit
orﬂyhuumgnswell. Wehelmewhmﬂnnslnmnbuofhnuhdmmumepuuem
time.

BRANCHED ANTLER SEASONS
The most pop £ hy o provide quality hanting is b fed antler
The dey has img) 1 bramched smiler hums | i satisfy hunter desircs
fort hed sntler umts but in ot mhﬂdldandwmmhnvebeenhﬁﬁmdminmve
Historically, ek}lmting megulations in Washington have been any bull seasons. The high
hunter bas resud mheavy “' af bulls :md resuliant low buli escap In the
19‘?1]'smdenﬂy19w =, pOst led onty about fivear siz bulls per 100cows.
Some} 1ihe desi forsmelﬂguhlﬂsmﬂnmmfewricy]muswaﬂnhh
each year. Somuimchmhcdmﬂahmhwmhodmmhuﬂmlm

ion has poorer mutritional contem than in the esstern part of
the state. Rmchmldlesmdmmnnummmnﬂocmyuﬂmgbnﬂmmmwmdmmofm
nutrition, yerrling males do not reach sexoal matrity wotil the cow's second or third heat cycic.
Cows thak are: bred late produce late calves thal have a poorer chance for survival in their firsy
winter. In areas where ¢k sceurity is good and sufficient mature bulls are available ko breed the
comvs, this is ot a problent. Tn many areas of western Washingion, however, security is not ade-
quate and msufficien] mstre tlls ae available o breed all the cows v their first heat cycle. The







